RESIDENT HANDBOOK

Greetings:

To New Residents ^ Welcome!
To Current R e s i d e n t s T h a n k you for choosing to live in our "great" township!

This handbook was developed to provide residents a greater understanding of
how township government serves its constituents and interacts with St. Louis
County and the Mt. Iron-Buhl School District.

Our meetings are held the first Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the Great
Scott Town Hall in Kinney. We urge you to attend these monthly meetings and
become involved in our township government.

Sincerely,

Herb Sellars
Chairperson

Milan Luzaich
Supervisor

Judy Wahlberg
Supervisor
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Address:

Great Scott Township
404 Main Street
Kinney, MN 55758

Mailing Address:

Great Scott Township
P.O. Box 277
Kinney, MN 55758

Telephone:

(218) 258-3810

Fax:

(218) 258-3810

Email:

clerk@greatscotttownship.com

Website:

www.greatscotttownship.com

Foreman:

(218) 258-3810

General Information:

1-800-450-9278 (St. Louis County Courthouse)
For questions regarding Taxes, Septic Systems, Building
Permits, etc.

Sheriff:

911

Fire Department:

911
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PURPOSE
The purpose of this booklet is to provide the residents of Great Scott Township
with basic facts and information about the community in which they live. It is
intended not only to inform the reader about how Great Scott Township functions
but also to serve as a resource for the facilities and services that Great Scott
Township has to offer.

VISION STATEMENT
"Great Scott Township is comprised of friendly people and families In a quiet,
safe, rural community that governs on a grassroots level, advocates for affordable
country living, works to retain its beautiful scenery, promotes Its outdoor
recreational activities, and supports small business development"
(Comprehensive Plan, p. 13).

TOWNSHIP DEFINITION
There are two types of townships. One is a congressional township. The other is
a political township or town government.
A congressional township is a unit of measure for land. Land was surveyed into
square townships, six miles on a side. Each of these townships were sub-divided
into thirty-six sections of one square mile. Therefore, a congressional township Is
a unit of land that is six miles by six miles (Manual on Town Government, p. 5).
Townships are the original form of local government in Minnesota and are
sometimes referred to as a "political township." The township form of
government generally refers to organized but unincorporated communities
governed by a local board of supervisors and created to provide services, such as
maintaining roads, posting informational notices, and providing a sense of
community to their residents (Manual on Town Government, p. 5-6).
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In 1896, the Town of Scott, which later would become the Town of Great Scott,
was organized. Great Scott Township operates under the designation of a town
government. Currently, there are 87 counties and 1781 townships across the
State of Minnesota.

TOWNSHIP HISTORY
In the late 1800s to early 1900s, the United States welcomed adventurous
immigrants with opened arms. Many of them migrated to northeastern
Minnesota in waves from Germany, Ireland, England, Italy, Yugoslavia, and
Scandinavia, to name a few. With them they brought a strong ethnic identity, a
solid work ethic, and a dream for a better life for themselves and their families.
The area was rich with natural resources and many of the early settlers found
employment in the timber and mining industries. Others became store owners
who provided goods and services to the residents of Kinney and Spina. Logging
began about 1898 and mining began in 1902 at the Kinney mine. In 1903, 32,252
tons of ore were shipped from this mine, located in the Mesabi Iron Range.
The Town of Great Scott, was organized by 27 legal voters and residents of
Township 58 Range 19. The first town meeting was held on November 26,1896,
at the home of Chas. M. Scott. Three town supervisors were elected and they
began conducting official business of the township.

TOWNSHIP DESCRIPTION
Great Scott Township is located in St. Louis County in northeastern Minnesota.
Two highways—US Highway 169, which runs east to west; and, St. Louis County
Highway 25, which runs north to south—dissect the township, which has an area
of 64.4 square miles.
Geographically, Buhl and Kinney are located within Great Scott Township but are
governed independently. Britt (unincorporated and northeast), Leander Lake
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(unorganized and north), Cherry Township (south), Clinton Township (southeast),
Hibbing (southwest), Iron Junction (southeast), Mt. Iron (east), Balkan Township
(west), and Chisholm (west) are located adjacent to Great Scott Township.
A map of Great Scott Township can be found on page 11 and page 12 of this
handbook. These 2016 Land Atlas and Plat Book pages were reproduced with
permission of St. Louis County.

TOWNSHIP SERVICES
Some of the services that are offered in Great Scott Township are:
1. Bridges, roads, and culverts are routinely inspected and improvements are
made when necessary. Snowplow services are available to township
residents who complete a waiver and pay an annual fee.
2. Fire protection is provided by the Kinney-Great Scott Volunteer Fire
Department. There are three fire stations located within the township:
one is in the City of Kinney, one is in the northern part of the service area
on St. Louis County Highway 25, and one is in the southern part of the
service area on St. Louis County Highway 25. Law enforcement services are
provided by the St. Louis County Sheriffs Department.
3. Two solid waste canister sites are located in Great Scott Township. The
north site is located at 7075 Highway 25 and the south site is located at
9619 Bonner Road. Days and hours of operation are posted at the site and
in the quarterly newsletter. A spring door-to-door cleanup is held semiannually for the residents.
4. Important notices are posted on Great Scott Township's website at
www.greatscotttownship.com. Township announcements are also posted
at the township hall, north and south canister sites and in the quarterly
newsletter.
5. Two facilities, the Great Scott Township Hall and the Library, are located in
Kinney. The town hall houses the township offices, hosts the annual kids'
Halloween and Christmas parties and is the official polling place for
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elections. Residents can also rent the township hall for special occasions.
The Library Is open to all township residents.
6. Great Scott Township provides part-time, summer work opportunities for
its teenagers.
*Note: Great Scott Township does not issue permits of any kind. Permits,
such as building permits, can be obtained by contacting St. Louis County.

TOWNSHIP FACTS
Listed below are a few general facts about the 2017 demographics of Great Scott
Township:
1. There are 561 residents and 231 housing units.
2. Fifty-three percent of the population is male and forty-seven percent is
female.
3. Ninety-four percent of the population has a high school education or higher
and the median household income is at least $52,200.
4. The majority of the population In Great Scott Township own their own
home and are retired.
5. Great Scott Township is located within the Mt. Iron-Buhl School District.
Two area community colleges are located in Virginia and Hibbing.
6. An abundance of outdoor activities can be enjoyed during the four seasons.
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GOVERNANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP BOARD
In Great Scott Township, citizens elect representatives who are responsible for
conveying the concerns and interests of those they represent. Five residents from
Great Scott Township are elected to serve as officers of the township board.
Included are: three supervisors, one treasurer, and one clerk. Meetings are held
on the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Great Scott Township Hall in
Kinney to conduct the town's business. Only the town supervisors are authorized
to vote on issues before the board.
Traditionally the second Tuesday in March is Town Election Day. Each year at
least one supervisor position and a clerk or treasurer position is on the ballot.
Also the annual town meeting Is held on this day where residents have direct
Input into the current issues of the town. This meeting is also called "the people's
meeting" and therefore regarded as grassroots government. At the annual
meeting, residents can become an active participant by asking questions,
suggesting ideas, or getting involved with discussion items. A resident is selected
from those present to run the meeting.
All townships are subject to the Minnesota Open Meeting Law. This means that
all meetings of the town board and any official township committees must be
accessible to members of the public and be preceded by proper notice. The Open
Meeting Law requires that minutes be kept and made available for review by
members of the public (Minnesota Association of Townships, p. 1-2).

FUNCTIONS OF THE TOWNSHIP BOARD
The foWowing are functions of the township board:
1. Board of Appeal and Equalization. The town board is the board of appeal
and equalization. Minn. Stat. 830.67, subd. 7(a). Their duty is to determine
if all taxable property in the town is on the assessment list and is properly
valued by the assessor. Minn. Stat. 274.01, subd. 1 (b)-(d). A town board
of appeal and equalization must meet between April 1 and May 3 1 each
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year on the date fixed by the county assessor. Residents can attend this
meeting, bring documentation and reasons why their property should be
revalued and request their property be reassessed.
2. Board of Canvass. Within two days of the town election, which is held in
March, the town board must meet as the board of canvass. Minn. Stat.
205.185, subd. 3. Their duty is to review and certify the results of the
election.
3. Board of Audit. At least once a year the town board must meet as the
board of audit to audit and settle all charges against the town. Minn. Stat.
366.20. They must also develop the following year's budget (Manual on
Town Government 2017, p. 16-17).
The Great Scott Township Board also employs and oversees one full-time
employee; namely, the Township Foreman.

DUTIES OF THE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
By law, supervisors "have charge of all town affairs not committed to other
officers by law." They were elected to make decisions on behalf of the town and
must see to it that the town fulfills its duties to the state and to the town
residents. Common duties include awarding contracts, authorizing expenditures,
adopting ordinances and resolutions, and setting policy. A chair is chosen from
the three supervisors (Manual on Town Government 2017, p. 22).

DUTIES OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
In order for a town to function efficiently, the Great Scott Township Clerk
performs a variety of duties including:
1. Records minutes of all town meetings and keeps a record of all of the
town's proceedings.
2. Retains custody of the town's records, books, and papers and files them
in the clerk's office.
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3. Posts township notices and furnishes the town board with any
documents needed for township meetings.
4. Hires election judges and is responsible for all iocal, state, and national
elections. Must also attend required election training.
5. Prepares the necessary documents for the annual meeting.
6. Creates a quarterly newsletter.
*Note: The clerk does not have a vote on the town board.

DUTIES OF THE TOWNSHIP TREASURER
The Great Scott Township Treasurer handles ail financial affairs of the town.
Primary duties are:
1. Receives and takes charge of all money belonging to the town.
2. Pays out all money as directed by the township board.
3. Preserves all financial paperwork and keeps records showing how all
money Is disbursed.
4. Draws the town's money from the county treasurer.
5. Creates a statement indicating all money received and all money paid
out as town treasurer. This statement is to be prepared and filed with
the town clerk five days preceding the annual town meeting.
*Note: The treasurer does not have a vote on the town board.

DUTIES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOREMAN
The Great Scott Township Foreman has a variety of duties, which include:
1. Maintains and keeps an inventory of all vehicles and equipment.
2. Maintains all township buildings and grounds and keeps work areas
clean and safe.
3.

Maintains all township roads and right-of-ways and prepares an annual
bridge report.
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4. Provides the to\A/nship clerk with copies of appropriate licenses
necessary to operate township equipment.
5. Provides safety equipment for all workers.
6. Reports all accidents to the township clerk, no matter how incidental.
7. Calls out plow drivers, operators, etc. and supervises all part-time and
summer youth workers.
8. Posts informational papers at designated sites.

GREAT SCOTT TOWNSHIP VALUES
In order to plan for the future. Great Scott Township residents were called upon
for their input. Data from a survey was gathered and analyzed and three
community visionary sessions were held. Key values, a vision statement, shortterm and long-term goals and strategies, and an action plan were developed. The
Great Scott Township Board approved this Comprehensive Plan on January 9,
2017. Copies are on file at the Great Scott Township Hall for residents to review.
Results from this study showed that the residents of Great Scott Township
identified the following community values as important:
Family-oriented
Quiet rural setting
Safe place to live
Ideal location
Governance at the grassroots level
Affordable country living
Natural environment
Recreation and leisure activities (Comprehensive Plan, p. 13)

Great Scott Township offers its residents a playground for activities that can be
enjoyed year round. Some of the activities include hunting, fishing, hiking,
jogging, snowmobiling, ATV riding, biking, swimming, boating and skiing. It is a
great place to live in a pristine, natural setting.
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ROAD NAME ABBREVIATIONS
OVF-AVENUE
EXP= EXPRESSWAY ST-STREET
BLVD= BOULEVARD HWY= HIGHWAY
TER^TERRACE
CI' rion F
IN-LANE
TR-TRAIL
CT=cSunT
PKViJ^^pTiflKWAY V/Y^WAY
DR= DRIVE
PI.-PLACE
LP-LOOP
RD=ROAD
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